
Tip #19
How Can the COPM be 

Used with People 
with Aphasia?

Use an aphasia-friendly, visually supported 

communication approach in collaboration with SLPs to 

match the person’s communication strengths and needs. 

Tailor and simplify the COPM process while checking 

comprehension throughout. Create a quiet, comfortable 

environment and allow extra time. 

Use multimodal supports such as gestures, drawing, 

writing, visual cues, photos, activity cards, and accessible 

rating scales (large-print, icons, emoticons). Limit choices 

and use simplified sorting tasks or large-print/visual 

scales to reduce cognitive load.

Rephrase questions as needed, confirm understanding 

often (especially performance vs. satisfaction ratings), 

adjust pacing, and involve proxies only when necessary.
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